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PART III—OTHER DISASTER RELIEF LAWS
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21. THE ROBERT T. STAFFORD DISASTER RELIEF AND
EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE ACT

[The former Disaster Relief Act of 1974; 42 U.S.C. 5121–5205]

[This compliation is maintained in comp/water1/disaster]
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1 Section 813 was added to the Agricultural Act of 1970 by Public Law 98–86 (87 Stat.
239, Aug. 10, 1973).

22. AGRICULTURAL ACT OF 1970

[As Amended Through P.L. 110–246, Effective May 22, 2008]

DISASTER RESERVE 1

SEC. 813. ø7 U.S.C. 1427a¿ (a) Notwithstanding any other pro-
vision of law, the Secretary of Agriculture may under the provisions
of this Act establish, maintain, and dispose of a separate reserve of
inventories of not to exceed 75 million bushels of wheat, feed
grains, and soybeans for the purpose of alleviating distress caused
by a natural disaster.

Such reserve inventories may include such quantities of grain
that the Secretary deems needed to provide for the alleviation of
distress as the result of a natural disaster.

(b) The Secretary may acquire such commodities through the
price support program. However, if the Secretary determines that
no wheat, feed grains, or soybeans are available through the price
support program at locations where they may be economically uti-
lized to alleviate distress caused by a natural disaster, the Sec-
retary is authorized to purchase through the facilities of the Com-
modity Credit Corporation such wheat, feed grains, soybeans, hay,
or other livestock forages as the Secretary deems necessary for dis-
position in accordance with the authority provided in subsection (d)
of this section. The Secretary may acquire wheat, feed grains, soy-
beans, hay, or other livestock forages at such locations, at such
times, and in such quantities as the Secretary finds necessary and
appropriate and may pay such transportation and other costs as
may be required to permit disposition of such wheat, feed grains,
soybeans, hay, and other livestock forages under subsection (d) of
this section.

(c) Except when a state of emergency has been proclaimed by
the President or by concurrent resolution of Congress declaring that
such reserves should be disposed of, the Secretary shall not offer
any commodity in the reserve for sale or disposition.

(d) The Secretary is also authorized to dispose of such commod-
ities only for (1) use in relieving distress (A) in any State, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, Puerto Rico, Guam, or the Virgin Islands of the
United States, (B) in connection with any major disaster or emer-
gency determined by the President to warrant assistance by the
Federal Government under the Disaster Relief and Emergency As-
sistance Act (88 Stat. 143, as amended; 42 U.S.C. 5121), and (C) in
connection with any emergency determined by the Secretary to war-
rant assistance under section 407 of the Agricultural Act of 1949
(63 Stat. 1055, as amended; 7 U.S.C. 1427), the Act of September
21, 1959 (73 Stat. 574, as amended; 7 U.S.C. 1427 note), or section
1104 of the Food and Agriculture Act of 1977; or (2) use in connec-
tion with a state of civil defense emergency as proclaimed by the
President or by concurrent resolution of the Congress in accordance
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with title VI of The Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act.

(e) The Secretary may sell at an equivalent price, allowing for
the customary location and grade price differentials, substantially
equivalent quantities in different locations or warehouses to the ex-
tent needed to properly handle, rotate, distribute, and locate such
reserve.

(f) The Secretary may use the Commodity Credit Corporation
to the extent feasible to fulfill the purposes of this section; and to
the maximum extent practicable consistent with the fulfillment of
the purposes of this section and the effective and efficient adminis-
tration of this section shall utilize the usual and customary chan-
nels, facilities, and arrangement of trade and commerce.

(g) The Secretary may issue such rules and regulations as may
be necessary to carry out the provisions of this section.

(h) There is hereby authorized to be appropriated such sums as
may be necessary to carry out the purposes of this section.
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23. EMERGENCY CONSERVATION PROGRAM OF THE
AGRICULTURAL CREDIT ACT OF 1978

[As Amended Through P.L. 110–246, Effective May 22, 2008]

[Public Law 95–334; 92 Stat. 420; 16 U.S.C. 2201–2205]

TITLE IV—EMERGENCY CONSERVATION PROGRAM
SEC. 401. ø16 U.S.C. 2201¿ The Secretary of Agriculture is au-

thorized to make payments to agricultural producers who carry out
emergency measures to control wind erosion on farmlands or to re-
habilitate farmlands damaged by wind erosion, floods, hurricanes,
or other natural disasters when, as a result of the foregoing, new
conservation problems have been created that (1) if not treated, will
impair or endanger the land, (2) materially affect the productive ca-
pacity of the land, (3) represent damage that is unusual in char-
acter and, except for wind erosion, is not the type that would recur
frequently in the same area, and (4) will be so costly to rehabilitate
that Federal assistance is or will be required to return the land to
productive agricultural use.

SEC. 402. ø16 U.S.C. 2202¿ The Secretary of Agriculture is au-
thorized to make payments to agricultural producers who carry out
emergency water conservation or water enhancing measures (in-
cluding measures carried out to assist confined livestock) during pe-
riods of severe drought as determined by the Secretary.

SEC. 403. ø16 U.S.C. 2203¿ The Secretary of Agriculture is au-
thorized to undertake emergency measures, including the purchase
of floodplain easements, for runoff retardation and soil-erosion pre-
vention, in cooperation with landowners and land users, as the Sec-
retary deems necessary to safeguard lives and property from floods,
drought, and the products of erosion on any watershed whenever
fire, flood, or any other natural occurrence is causing or has caused
a sudden impairment of that watershed.

SEC. 404. ø16 U.S.C. 2204¿ There are authorized to be appro-
priated such funds as may be necessary to carry out the purposes
of this title. Such funds shall remain available until expended. In
implementing the provisions of this title, the Secretary of Agri-
culture may use the facilities, services, and authorities of the Com-
modity Credit Corporation. The Corporation shall not make any ex-
penditures to carry out the provisions of this title unless funds spe-
cifically appropriated for such purpose have been transferred to it.

SEC. 405. ø16 U.S.C. 2205¿ The Secretary of Agriculture is au-
thorized to prescribe such regulations as the Secretary determines
necessary to carry out the provisions of this title. (16 U.S.C. 2205.)

SEC. 406. ø16 U.S.C. 2201, note¿ The provisions of this title
shall become effective October 1, 1978.
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24. INDEMNITY PAYMENTS TO DAIRY FARMERS

[As Amended Through P.L. 110–246, Effective May 22, 2008]
[Public Law 90–484; 82 Stat. 750; 7 U.S.C. 450j–450l]

SEC. 1. ø7 U.S.C. 450j¿ The Secretary of Agriculture is author-
ized to make indemnity payments for milk or cows producing such
milk at a fair market value, to dairy farmers who have been di-
rected since January 1, 1964 (but only since the date of enactment
of the Agriculture and Consumer Protection Act of 1973 in the case
of indemnity payments not authorized prior to such date of enact-
ment), to remove their milk, and to make indemnity payments for
dairy products at fair market value to manufacturers of dairy prod-
ucts who have been directed since the date of enactment of the Ag-
ricultural Act of 1970 to remove their dairy products from commer-
cial markets because of residues of chemicals registered and ap-
proved for use by the Federal Government at the time of such use.
The Secretary is also authorized to make indemnity payments for
milk, or cows producing such milk, at a fair market value to any
diary farmer who is directed to remove this milk from commercial
markets because of (1) the presence of products of nuclear radiation
or fallout if such contamination is not due to the fault of the farm-
er, or (2) residues of chemicals or toxic substances not included
under the first sentence of this section if such chemicals or toxic
substances were not used in a manner contrary to applicable regu-
lations or labeling instructions provided at the time of use and the
contamination is not due to the fault of the farmer: Provided, That
no indemnity payment may be made for contamination resulting
from such residues of chemicals or toxic substances if the Secretary
determines within thirty days after the date of application for pay-
ment that other legal recourse is available to the farmer. Any in-
demnity payment to any farmer shall continue until he has been re-
instated and is again allowed to dispose of his milk on commercial
markets.

SEC. 2. ø7 U.S.C. 450k¿ There is hereby authorized to be appro-
priated such sums as may be necessary to carry out the purposes
of this Act.

SEC. 3. ø7 U.S.C. 450l¿ The authority granted under this Act
shall expire on September 30, 2007.

Q:\COMP\CROPINS\DISASTER

May 22, 2008 


